BEGINNINGS                             107
the scaffold. The record of their good works may be
found in the biography of Father Loriquet. Their ex-
perience of life, the fact that they had belonged to a
religious order, their age and reputation, seemed to mark
them out for positions of confidence in the newly formed
Society. When therefore in 1804 Mother Barat began to
find it necessary to make frequent absences on account of
new foundations, she thought it best, though not without
some misgivings, to place Madame Baudemont at the
head of the Community of Amiens. Her fears were
justified. If some of the first companions of the foundress
may be described as typifying the spirit of the Society of
the Sacred Heart, Mother Baudemont may be taken as an
anti-type. Shrewd, personal, and autocratic, she had not
the selflessness nor the supernatural outlook of Madeleine
Sophie Barat and her first companions. With the support
of a priest, Monsieur de Sambucy de St. Esteve, who also
desired to take over the management of the Order, and
supported by Madame Copina and some new recruits,
Madame Baudemont quietly set up her authority against that
of Mother Barat, whose worth she underestimated. Several
years of division and anxiety ensued, the trouble being pro-
tracted partly by the difficulty of correspondence, partly by
the intrigues of Monsieur de St. Esteve, who sought to
embroil the foundress with her ecclesiastical superiors.
This is not the place to tell the complicated story* which
ended in the departure of Madame Baudemont and Madame
Copina, the drawing up and the approval of the Constitu-
tions of the Society, and confirmation of the election of
Mother Barat as Superior General. The crisis only ended
in 1815, but it must be understood that during this period
1 It is told at length in the Ufe of St. Madeleine Sophie (Bums and Oates),
chap. xiii.   Also in Histotre AbrSgc de la Socittf fa Sacri Casur, pp. 70 ef seq.